
20 students interviewed 
20 participants & contributors



What do experts and 
practitioners on the 
EAYW think about the 
future of
youth work? 

What do participants 
think about good ways 
to prepare students for 
their work in 
youth work?





Voicing the young people

The voice of young people must be heard!        
To achieve that, a youth worker needs to be

educated in soft/relational skills.

“Remind the young people to 
speak up their voices, to demand 
their rights and to believe that 
they can change the future”



Go for an eclectic approach
YW’ers need interdisciplinary knowledge, because 
youth work brings together many fields like 
sociology, anthropology, political science, social 
and cultural work, etc. We need to focus on critical 
thinking as well.

„Students need the opportunity to
learn interdisciplinary theories and 
skills, and have to bring them into
practice as part of their education“



Create standards in 
professionalisation

Youth work is a diverse practice which would be 
strengthened by a standardised quality 
framework. Connecting to Europe and beyond, 
we can work towards more recognition. 

“Youth Work is not just playing games, 
it’s a whole methodology, a whole 
approach to work with young people 
that does change lives”



Think about selfcare
It is important to understand your personal & 
professional boundaries, while empowering 
young people to develop their own.

We need to keep in mind the boundaries 
between youth work and other professions who 

work with young people.
“Youth workers don’t need 
to be heroes!”   “You can’t 
be everything to everyone”



Lifelong learning through 
international cooperation 

Lifelong Learning is essential in youth work, 
because of the fast changes in young peoples’ 
lives. This can be acquired by working together              

on an international level.

„We have to change and 

reinvent ourselves with the
speed of light.“




